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Mr. Chairman,

I am honored to speak on behalf of the six member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council:

United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait, on the Item (145) of the

Agenda entitled "Scale of Assessments for the Apportionment of the Expenses of the United

Nations Peacekeeping Operations", which is of great importance for us. In this context, we

support the statement made by the Representative of Algeria on behalf of the Group of 77 and

China.

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, we would like to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the Fifth

Committee of the 67thsession of the General Assembly of the United Nations. We also

congratulate the new members of the Bureau and wish you all the success in performing your

duties. We assure you, Mr. Chairman, our support for the efforts you are making to reach the

desired results thatcommensuratewith the aspirations and interests of the Member States and

serve the objectives of the organization. We would also like to express our sincere thanks to His

Excellency Mr. Michel TommoMonthe, the outgoing Chairman, and members of the Bureau for

their tireless efforts in conducting the work of the Committee during the previous session. We

would like to also express our appreciation to Mr. ChandruRamanathan, Deputy Controller, for

presenting the Secretary-General's report contained in document A/67/224.

Mr.Chairman,

The Gulf Cooperation Council, as an important regional organization and an observer member at

the United Nations, attaches great hopes to Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations on

cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations to achieve peaceful solutions

to local disputes. We strongly believe that the functions of multidimensional peacekeeping

operations are not only limited to the maintenance of international peace and security, but go

-1-



beyond to include the facilitation of political processes, protection of civilians, assistance in

disarmament, protection of human rights, and assistance in the application of the rule of law.

Therefore, peacekeeping operations should be provided with thesufficient funding and necessary

resources, in order to be able toperform the tasks assigned to them.

Mr. Chairman,

We strongly affirm that the general principles for financing peacekeeping operations, approved

by the General Assembly in resolution 55/235, should form the basis for any discussion on the

scale of assessments for the apportionment of such expenses, and that the scope of financing

peacekeeping operations must clearly reflect the special responsibilities of the permanent

members of the Security Council. We also stress the limited capacity of economically less

developed countries to contribute towards the budgets ofpeacekeeping operations.

Mr.Chairman,

The States of the Gulf Cooperation Council express their deep concern about the current system

of discounts applied to the scale of assessments for financing the United Nations peacekeeping

operations, which led to the transfer of some developing countries to the category of the most

advanced countries and specifically to level "B". In this regard, the states of the Gulf

Cooperation Councilstress on the need to take into account what has been agreed upon in the

Ministerial Declaration of the Group of 77 on September 28, 2012, which reads as follows:"The

Ministers stressed that no member of the Group of 77 and China that is not a permanent member

of the Security Council, should be categorized above level C"

Mr.Chairman,

The States of the Gulf Cooperation Council emphasize the importance of transparency when

conducting negotiations on this item. In this context, we emphasize the role and the legitimacy
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and efficiency of the Fifth Committee as the Main Committee of the General Assembly entrusted

with administrative and budgetary affairs. Once again,I assure you Mr. Chairmanand our

partners as well,that we will positively and actively participate in the discussions of this

Committee, and we will fully observe the spirit of consensus in order to ensure the success of our

work.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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